
Homily Notes for Sunday, Oct 31, 2021 31st in O.T. 
Dt 6:2-6; Heb 7:23-28; Mk 12: 28b-34 

 

1. The central theme: The central message of today’s readings is the love of God in a 
“friendly” and interpersonal sense. This is unique as a distinctive principle of 
Christianity. God Himself tells us that we first were created to love him above all things 
and then to love others as we love ourselves.  This is the baseline for all discipleship.  
Note how distinctive this understanding of our relationship with God is! 
 

2. Scripture lessons: In the first reading Moses presents the Law to the Israelites after 
his return from Mount Sinai as an act of love by God that will bring them dignity and 
purpose, blessing and prosperity. He describes the blessings in this world reserved for 
those who obey them: 

“Hear then, Israel, and be careful to observe them, that you may grow and prosper the more, in 
keeping with the promise of the Lord, the God of your fathers, to give you a land flowing with 
milk and honey” (Deut 6:3). 

 

4. The second reading tells us how Jesus, the eternal and holy high priest, offered 
himself as a sacrifice on the cross to demonstrate God’s love for us.  
 

5. In today’s Gospel a Scribe asks Jesus to summarize the most important of the 
Mosaic Laws in one sentence. Jesus cites the first sentence of the Jewish Shema prayer:  

"Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is Lord alone! Therefore, you shall love the Lord, your God, 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength" (Deut 6:4, 
Mk 12:30). 
  

6. Then He adds its complementary law: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself" (Lev 
19:18). With these two commandments taken together means the way a person can 
demonstrate real love of God is by showing genuine, active love for his neighbor.  
 

7. We love God when we recognize what he has done for us. He sent His Son to die to 
pay for our sins! We adore Him who sacrificed in such a manner that we could be 
forgiven and not have to live our lives dominated by sin and guilt.  
 

9. Today’s Gospel reading brings us to the very essence of a stewardship way of life, as Jesus 
gives these two commandments.  

10. Let’s consider these “greatest commandments” as they relate to three aspects of a 
Christian steward’s daily life — the use of our time, of our talents and of our material 
treasure. How does this relate to our commitment to God in our commitment cards? 
We need to identify ourselves as players on the field of life, not spectators up in the 
stands.  

11. The use of time in the context of stewardship refers primarily to our relationship 
with the Lord — mostly, our prayer life. Since time is a gift to me from God, I show my 
love for Him and my gratitude for this gift by giving Him the best portion of my time. 
My best time for prayer may be first thing in the morning before the noise and hectic 
pace of the day begin. It may be a few quiet moments at my desk during my lunch 



break. Or it could be in the evening with my spouse after the children have gone to bed. 
Of course, it is vital to talk to God throughout the day, but if I really want to love Him 
with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength, shouldn’t I make time for God “first” on my 
agenda each day? This becomes the time I intentionally chose to spend only with Him. 

Look with me at the commitment card. This is suggesting primarily opportunities for 
prayer. Especially Mass. It also includes formation time – like adult classes, retreats, and 
formation programs. 

12. The use of talents in the context of stewardship refers to the way I offer the abilities, 
skills, and interests the Lord has given me for the good of those around me. While our 
loving Father gives us these things for our own enjoyment, He also intends for us to use 
them to help others. Doing so is a practical way to “love my neighbor as myself.” At the 
same time, it is also a way to love the Lord, since He has told us that whatever we do 
for others we are also doing for Him. 

Look with me again at the card. Here we have opportunities for involvement grouped 
according to our Parish goals apart from prayer. Here are different kind of formation, 
both participating in them and leading them. If you indicate interest in any ministry, we 
will be notified and contact you. Helpful also if you tell us for the process through card 
use is long. 

13. The use of material gifts, most commonly money, in the context of stewardship 
likewise demonstrates both love of God and of neighbor. When I offer a sacrificial gift 
to God through the offertory collection, I am showing Him in a very tangible way that 
He comes before all else in my life. At the same time, my gift is also a gift to my 
neighbor and a way to show my love for others through needed material assistance for 
charitable works, religious formation of parish children and adults, and the many other 
ways that our parish family works together to serve the Lord and our community. Note 
here that you have received an envelope to make your commitment private. 

14. Got needs us to be players somewhere on the field of life, not spectators looking 
on. I invite you to be thinking about this kind of commitment for the coming year. 
Given what is going on in our society and around the world, we need to be well 
prepared, well organized and well informed. 

Basic questions: 

1. What do I need to be prepared to offer God of myself at the offering of the Mass? 

2. What is the one thing I need to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-
of-myself-that God-wants? 

 


